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Your Character’s Full Name
City, State
Date

Editor
The Vicksburg Post
160 Main Street

Vicksburg, Mississippi
Dear Editor:

This letter to the editor will be in the form of a persuasive essay which clearly states your character’s opinion or position about the Scottsboro Boys. It will help if you go through Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry and find evidence of how your character thinks and feels. All the information you need for your research is on the Fay Library web page. Go to UPPER SCHOOL links, LIT. & RESEARCH, and click on ROLL OF THUNDER. Research involves doing a great deal of reading!
The introductory paragraph must state your opinion or position clearly. Your opinion or position must be debatable, or something that another person could have a different opinion about. The first paragraph must also include the three best reasons that support your position. To make your writing stronger, don’t use personal pronouns like I, me, my, we, or us. Don’t use phrases like I think, I feel, or in my opinion. 
Each of your three best reasons becomes the topic sentence of the next three paragraphs. Support each reason with specific facts, evidence, statistics or examples. Avoid personal emotions and generalizations. Think about what others might say who disagree with your position, and address their concerns and biases. Your argument must be logical and clear.

In the closing paragraph, remind the reader of the most compelling argument to convince him or her to accept your position.
Sincerely,
Your Character’s Name
The Vicksburg Post has been the major newspaper in the Logan family’s area of Mississippi since 1883. Their motto is “Everything a hometown newspaper should be.” 


 (Be sure to delete these balloons before you write your final draft!)











There were no ZIP codes in the 1930s. 


The date should be historically accurate! The chronology on the web page will help you choose an exact date.








